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Rationale:

Poetry has been the oldest form of literature and continues to be an important part of art and
culture. It conveys a thought, describes a scene, or narrates a story in a concentrated, lyrical
arrangement  of  words.  It  can be structured with rhyming lines  and meter  or can also be
freeform that follows no formal structure. Poetry on the level of content offers a huge variety
of aesthetic and worldly experiences. It offers new perspectives to look at the usual matters.
The present course is designed in line with such liberating and enriching nature of poetry.
This  is  an introductory  course and it  is  intended that  students  learn  the basics  of  poetry
through its theory and the practical application of some of the terms related to poetry. Given
its elementary nature this course cannot afford to be ambitious in its scope and selection of
poems. Poems are not necessarily selected from different nationalities and cultures and no
specific theme is maintained in the selection of poems. However it is seen in the selection
that students get exposed to a variety of experiences through poems of different mold and that
their aesthetic and human sensibilities get enriched.

Objectives:

1. To acquaint students with the terminology in poetry criticism (i.e. the terms used in
appreciation and critical analysis of poems)

2. To encourage students to make a detailed study of a few sample masterpieces of English
poetry

3. To enhance students awareness in the aesthetics of poetry and to empower them to read,
appreciate and critically evaluate poetry independently

 Each semester shall have 3 credits for teaching. Each credit is equal to 15 hours, so
this course shall have 45 teaching hours. In addition to that there shall be 03 hours
allotted  to  internal  evaluation.  (3x15=45+3=48).  It  is  applicable  to  all  other
papers/courses.

 Considering  the choice-based credit system (CBCS) and the semester pattern, both
Semesters-III & IV will have a uniform evaluation pattern of 100 marks each. There
will be an 'Internal Examination' for 30 marks and ‘Semester-end Examination’ for 70
marks.



 The Internal Examination for 30 marks will be conducted at college level.
c) Assignment/group discussion/tutorial/seminar/oral/project for 10 marks
d) A Mid-semester Written Test for 20 marks

Semester-  III      

Course Content-

Prescribed     Text:         Mirage: An Anthology of English Poetry Ed. Board of Editors, Orient
Blackswan

A) Theory of Poetry 20 Clock Hours

(a) What is poetry? Significant development in the art of poetry during major periods
(b) Elements of poetry: Rhythm, Meter, Sound Structure, Stanza Forms,
(c) Figures of Speech, Symbols, Imagery, Simile, Metaphor, Personification and 

other Poetic Devices like Repetition and Contrast.
(d) Types of Poetry: Elegy, Sonnet, Dramatic Monologue, Lyric, Ode, Ballad

B) Poems: 25 Clock Hours

1. The Nightingale- Philip Sidney
2. Sonnet 3- William Shakespeare
3. The Sun Rising- John Donne
4. London- William Blake
5. Ode on a Grecian Urn- John Keats
6. To a Skylark- P. B. Shelley
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