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Title of the Paper: Introduction to Literary Criticism
(Credit-3+1=4)

Rationale:
Literary  criticism  is  as  ancient  as  literature.  It  has  provided  different  views,  perspectives,
approaches and terms to understand literature in its diverse forms. It consists of interpretation,
judgment, analysis and evaluation of literature. It makes readers aware of form and content of
literature, structure and substance of literature. It deals with text and context in its analysis and
provides many different views on literature. Literary criticism has undergone many changes in its
long journey from the classical antiquity to the modern period. It has branched off from its
earlier preoccupations like author’s superiority and search for universal meaning and has taken
on new pursuits. The present course is designed to introduce students to the basics of literary
criticism and the age wise important critical concepts.

Objectives:
a) To introduce students to the basics of literary criticism
b) To make them aware of the nature and historical development of criticism
c) To make them familiar with the significant critical approaches and terms
d) To encourage students to interpret literary works in the light of the critical approaches
e) To develop aptitude for critical analysis

* Each semester shall have 3 credits for teaching. Each credit is equal to 15 hours, so
this course shall have 45 teaching hours. In addition to that there shall be 03 hours 
allotted to internal evaluation. (3x15=45+3=48).
* Considering the choice-based credit system (CBCS) and the semester pattern, both 
Semesters-V & VI will have a uniform evaluation pattern of 100 marks each. There 
will be an 'Internal Examination' for 30 marks and ‘Semester-end Examination’ for 70
marks.
* The Internal Examination for 30 marks will be conducted at college level.
a) Assignment/group discussion/tutorial/seminar/oral/project for 10 marks
b) A Mid-semester Written Test for 20 marks



* Semester V and VI -DSE 3+1 = One credit is for Research Project/field visit/ or any other 
Subject-centric activities to be undertaken by the students in consultation with the concerned 
teacher. The concerned teachers have to evaluate and maintain the record of research 
project/field visit/ or any other subject-centric activity.

Course Content :

SEMESTER-V     (DSE-  2C)      

Unit-I- Orientation (15 clock hours)
1. Literary Criticism- definitions and functions
2. Types of Criticism- historical, biographical, sociological and psychological
3. Literature of knowledge and literature of power
4. Qualities of a good critic

Unit-II- Traditional Criticism (15 clock hours)
1. Classical Criticism - Aristotle's Concept of Imitation (Ref- 

Poetics), Longinus’s Five Sources of Sublimity (Ref- on the 
Sublime)

2. Neo-Classical Criticism–Dryden’s definition of play (Ref-An Essay on 
Criticism), Samuel Johnson’s defense of Shakespeare

Unit-III- Romantic/Victorian Criticism (15 clock hours)
Wordsworth’s definition of poetry, Coleridge’s distinction between 
fancy and imagination, Matthew Arnold’s three estimates of poetry
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